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Many people are careless when discarding extra food, but in reality, we are contributing to mass 
hunger all over the globe. In the debate, China mentioned, “Nearly 11% of China is 
malnourished due to lack of food.” Wasting extra food is contributing to mass food waste across 
the world, which is a pressing issue in today's society.  
 
The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) at Model United Nations San Antonio (MUNSA) 
focused on eliminating food waste across the globe. Food waste is considered to be extra food 
that is either thrown away or unused.The debate started by introducing countries and their 
solutions to this problem. There were a vast amount of solutions proposed, but there seemed to 
be a pattern. Canada stated, “Teaching developing nations about food waste is essential.” This 
solution seemed to really stick with delegates throughout the debate and was greatly elaborated 
on. Some delegations disagreed with this solution, such as Haiti, who stated, “Education will 
simply not work.” When Rwanda was asked if their country will benefit from education, they 
declared, “According to a study done by the FAO, one of the main reasons why a lot of food is 
wasted is because people are not educated enough, so it would greatly benefit my country.” This 
debate then turned into a series of moderated and unmoderated caucuses where many other 
issues and solutions were discussed.  
 
Farming and production was another popular topic that was also discussed during the debate. 
Italy commented, “We should provide farmers with crops to sustain their population.” It is 
important to provide reliable, long term, and short term solutions that will work to greatly reduce 
food waste in the future. Something that could contribute to this idea is the creation of seed 
banks, which could be of great use to developing countries that are struggling to produce crops 
for local markets. This issue of local markets then ties into mass production of foods. The United 
States of America mentioned, “Food waste is a result of production and handling of food.” Mass 
food production facilities are required to throw out any extra, expired, or deformed products, 
which could instead be donated to organizations such as food banks.  
 
A popular question was, whether or not food waste should be banned as a whole. The United 
States of America was the first to respond saying, “It is unreasonable to ban food waste, and 
instead we should work on solutions which stem from the root of the problem.” Many other 
delegates agreed, saying it is unreasonable to believe food waste will ever be completely 
eliminated. Specific problems must coincide with helpful solutions in order to greatly reduce the 
time it will take to solve them. It is important to take into consideration the resources of these 
different countries and what they have available to them. Africa mentioned, “A problem for 
many developing countries is their funds and ability to counteract this problem.”  



 
Many valuable arguments were brought to the table and sparked several conversations and 
further debate. The delegations’ opinions differed depending on how developed their nation was. 
Overall, food waste is still an issue that affects our population today. With that being said, all the 
countries that were present today are working towards the same ultimate goal of eliminating food 
waste.  
 
 
 
 
 


