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I. Theme of the Conference 

Model United Nations San Antonio (MUNSA) is a conference dedicated to fostering 

authentic and passionate debate amongst delegates in order to generate solutions to current 

global issues. The theme of MUNSA XXIV: Envision encaptures our mission to urge delegates to 

foresee a future in which these problems have been dissolved. With collaboration in mind, 

delegates from every committee are encouraged to visualize innovative resolutions and a 

prosperous world to come. Together, we will propel ourselves into an age in which brilliant ideas 

converge to transform our world and address its most paramount issues. 

 

II. Rationale  

Anthropogenic marine pollution currently infects the majority of the world's oceans. Its 

effects can be found at the surface, in the depths, and even in marine life. 80% of marine 

pollution consists of untreated sewage, pesticides, heavy metals, oils, discharge of nutrients, 

marine debris (such as plastics), sediments, and agricultural run-off. This mass pollution of the 

ocean has many negative effects on the global economy, marine ecosystems, and human health 

worldwide.1 

Marine pollution affects every country in some way, but causes the most harm in 

countries that live on coasts and rely on seafood. This damages their fishing economies and the 

health of their citizens.  

Delegates are encouraged to collect information from multiple sources to visualize a 

future not threatened by the global issue of marine pollution, understand various viewpoints and 

perspectives, and communicate well-developed solutions to other countries. Marine pollution is 

an issue that seriously threatens the world, prompting MUNSA XXIV to raise money for the 

Ocean Cleanup.  

 



III. Background of the Topic 

 

Anthropogenic marine pollution, or ocean pollution directly caused by humans, is one of 

the largest global issues we face today. This term represents a large variety of different types of 

pollutants, each causing unique issues worldwide. For example, nutrient over-enrichment of an 

area, usually caused by runoff of fertilizers, often creates “dead-zones” in the water. These are 

areas which contain oxygen levels too low to support most aquatic life2. Plastic marine pollution; 

however, affects ecosystems and economies in much different ways. Aquatic animals may 

attempt to consume the plastic or get caught within a plastic container, which kills them and 

removes them from the ecosystem. Large amounts of plastic debris may also affect a region’s 

economy, especially that of a tourist based, coastline economy. 

Pollution can be traced to the dawn of humankind, with acts as small as creating tools and 

leaving excess materials on the ground being considered anthropogenic pollution. However, 

these small pollutants had little or no effect on the surrounding environment. It wasn’t until the 

Neolithic Revolution that humans began to have an actual effect on the world around them. This 

was a gradual change, and as settlements grew larger, with more people grouping together, they 

began to pollute exponentially more. Pollution has been a major issue since before the middle 

ages; however, after World War II the type of pollution greatly changed. Corporations began 

producing synthetic materials, such as plastics and inorganic pesticides. These substances are 

toxic and not biodegradable, causing them to accumulate and eventually contaminate soil, 

oceans, etc., destroying ecosystems in the process3.  

 

IV. Contemporary Evidence of the Topic 

As previously stated, this issue has a colossal impact on countries that rely on seafood, such as 

China, the largest exporter of seafood products in the world. China is directly followed by 

Norway, the United States, and Vietnam.4 This issue also has an impact on the small scale 

fisheries that provide a living to people all over the world.5  



 Marine pollution causes toxic chemicals to enter human food chains through fish and 

other marine life that humans consume. This causes health problems such as reproductive issues, 

nervous system damage, and kidney damage.  

The United Nations has listed both life below water and clean water as individual goals 

within their seventeen goal plan6. This indicates that the UN considers aquatic issues and 

pollution priorities. In order to ensure the health and prosperity of all humans, solutions to the 

global issue of marine pollution must be found.  
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VI. Note to the Delegates 

Welcome to MUNSA XXIV: Envision! The chairs of General Assembly (Jr. MUNSA) are excited 

to represent a committee so devoted to learning about such an important topic, and we anxiously 

await to hear your opinions! We hope to create a meaningful experience that will impact you and 

lead you to impact your community. Any thoughts or inquiries can be directed to: 

rtubbesing8964@stu.neisd.net 
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