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I. Theme of the Conference 

Model United Nations San Antonio (MUNSA) is a conference dedicated to fostering 

authentic and passionate debate amongst delegates in order to generate solutions to current 

global issues. The theme of MUNSA XXIV: Envision encaptures our mission to urge delegates to 

foresee a future in which these problems have been dissolved. With collaboration in mind, 

delegates from every committee are encouraged to visualize innovative resolutions and a 

prosperous world to come. Together, we will propel ourselves into an age in which brilliant ideas 

converge to transform our world and address its most paramount issues. 

 

II. Rationale 

The use of biometrics, a type of digital-based security, became mainstream in 1994 and 

has become a necessity in our ever-advancing world. Biometrics, as a technological entity, helps 

us build a better security infrastructure today and picture a better tomorrow.3 Security measures 

are being changed throughout the world. Therefore, there is a greater threat that this type of 

technology will become mismanaged and fall into the wrong hands. The use of biometrics also 

poses an ethical dilemma for governments, as it can be used as a tool of identification or 

espionage. By utilizing this asset, we can strengthen our security today to visualize a better 

tomorrow.  

 

III. Background of the Topic  

Biometrics is defined as the measurement and analysis of unique physical or behavioral 

characteristics (such as fingerprints, facial recognition, retina scans, and voice patterns), 

especially as a means of verifying personal identity. Biometrics were first used as a method of 

identification in 1858 by Sir William Herschel, a famous astronomer, working for the civil 



 

services department of India. In 1969, the FBI made a push to automate its fingerprint 

identification process after various patents for fingerprint and iris recognition software.4 

With the ever-growing number of video surveillance cameras expanding in large cities, 

the use of data captured by these cameras not only have the power to identify citizens, but they 

also have the power to stalk them and invade every element of privacy that people respect. Some 

countries have implemented a mandatory evaluation of biometrics. Many countries are now 

“modernizing” their ID databases to include biometric identifiers that authenticate or verify 

identity-based on physical characteristics such as fingerprints, irises, face and palm prints, gait, 

voice, and DNA.”² The UN has established many regulations, such as various Penal codes for 

different countries, that facilitate and prevent the mass exploitation of privacy. 

 

IV. Contemporary Evidence of the Topic  

Currently, biometrics in the policies of international relations between the United Nations 

Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) and Bulgaria are regulated by the Ethical and Legal 

Considerations in Biometric Data Usage Treaty.2  UNTOC’s main goal is to issue a system that 

allows numerous countries to comprehend assessed information about the overall progress of 

each country.1 Essentially, the primary aim of UNTOC is to facilitate international cooperation 

by making it easier for governments to work with one another during investigations and 

prosecutions. As stated in the treaty, “An important fundamental human right with regards to 

biometric data usage is the right of protection with regards to the processing of personal data. 

Basic aspects of this right have been in various international legal acts in the Charter of 

Fundamental Rights of the European Union.”¹ Bulgaria, as well as other countries, reserve the 

right to use their biometric data to confront the UNTOC about any unjust actions pressed against 

them. The UN also plans to go fully biometric by 2030.5 This committee must create solutions to 

the biometric problems of international affairs to prevent further cracks in the foundation of this 

house-like system.  
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VI. Note to the Delegates 

Greetings Delegates, 

The chairs of ITU would first like to thank you for participating in MUNSA XXIV. We 

hope that this conference allows you to gain valuable experience in a world that is filled with 

technology. Furthermore, we are looking forward to meeting you this January and are excited to 

hear what you bring to the debate! If there are any questions or comments, please do not hesitate 

to contact us at: 

Emma Williams: ewilliams7983@stu.neisd.net 

Rishith Telakalapalli: rtelakalapa9451@stu.neisd.net 

Andres Rivera: arivera7929@stu.neisd.net 
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