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I. Theme of the Conference 

Model United Nations San Antonio (MUNSA) is a conference dedicated to fostering 

authentic and passionate debate amongst delegates in order to generate solutions to current 

global issues. The theme of MUNSA XXIV: Envision encaptures our mission to urge delegates to 

foresee a future in which these problems have been dissolved. With collaboration in mind, 

delegates from every committee are encouraged to visualize innovative resolutions and a 

prosperous world to come. Together, we will propel ourselves into an age in which brilliant ideas 

converge to transform our world and address its most paramount issues. 

 

II. Rationale  

In various parts of Africa, hundreds of members of the albino people are killed each year 

due to superstition and paranoia. The albino people are being dismembered and encounter 

strangers who wish them harm on a daily basis. They have been forgotten by the media and their 

families. People as young as infants are being murdered for something out of their control. It is a 

sheer violation of human rights and needs to be stopped immediately. This issue has been 

prominent in countries located in sub-Saharan and eastern Africa including Tanzania, Malawi, 

and Uganda. This committee anticipates a future where the albino community can live life 

without fear and persecution. Delegates should work to create a brighter future for the albino 

community and eradicate false assumptions that albinos are “magical”, have curative abilities, or 

are cursed.  

 

III. Background of the Topic  

Albinism is defined as a rare group of genetic disorders that causes a person’s skin, hair, 

or eyes to have little or no color and affects around 1 in every 1,400 people in Africa6. This topic 

has become more prominent in the news as more and more people die. In fact, 75 albinos were 



 

reported killed between 2000 and 2016 in Tanzania2. The widespread violence was put on 

display in February of 2017 when a South African court found a traditional healer guilty of 

murdering a 20-year-old woman living with albinism2. Citizens are frustrated with the lack of 

government initiative, especially because many of the harassment victims are children. The 

president of Malawi's Association of People Living with Albinism, Overstone Kodowe, recently 

blamed the Malawian authorities for not doing enough to end the belief that albinos are magic7. 

Even in death, albino graves are robbed and their bones are sold for witchcraft8. With people 

advocating for countries to pass laws to help protect albinos, some countries have started to take 

action against albino discrimination. Countries in which kidnappings are rare, like Senegal, have 

focused on alleviating the physical struggles of albinism by providing sunscreen to protect 

Albinos from the sun's harmful rays4. Due to their lack of melanin, dark brown or black pigment 

in the skin and eyes, they are prone to visual impairment and skin cancer9.  

The United Nations Human Rights Council and the African Commission on Human and 

Peoples’ Rights have adopted resolutions (HRC resolutions 23/13, 24/33 and 26/10, ACHPR 

resolution 263) in 2013 and 2014 calling for the prevention of attacks and discrimination against 

persons with albinism3. The General Assembly has advocated for an International Albino 

Awareness Day to bring attention to this issue9. Even with the UN’s help, certain countries are 

finding alternative ways to stop albino killings. Malawi has offered to pay $7,000 to anyone with 

information on abductions or killings10.  

 

IV. Contemporary Evidence of the Topic  

Countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, including Tanzania, Malawi, and Uganda, have the 

largest albino populations compared to the rest of the world. A larger population means higher 

rates of kidnappings, murders, and discrimination. Albino children suffer extreme discrimination 

in their homes and communities. Many albino children do not receive the same educational 

opportunities as other African children. For the few who make it to the classroom, impaired 

vision leads to high dropout rates. Adults with albinism and poor education are shunned and 

passed over for jobs, increasing the poverty rate in African countries with a prominent albino 

community11. Furthermore, fathers will leave households with albino children because they 

http://www.undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/23/13
http://www.undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/24/33
http://www.undocs.org/A/HRC/RES/26/10
http://www.achpr.org/sessions/54th/resolutions/263/


 

refuse to believe that the child is biologically related, and some even go back to kill the 

children11.  

Tanzania has the highest murder rate of albinos in the world. Shelters have been 

established, however, they are inadequately funded and overcrowded1. Albino murder rates 

decreased after temporary shelters were implemented in the early 2000s1. However, people in 

these shelters experienced a low quality of life and education1. The UN is making strides in 

raising awareness of this issue. In an effort to humanize and inform the public about people with 

albinism, the UN posted a magazine in African Renewal about the persecution and intolerance 

these people face. The UN also appointed an expert on the albino human rights crisis, Ikponwosa 

Ero, in an effort to abolish negative stereotypes5. Ero, who is also albino, calls the albino 

situation in Africa “a tragedy”2. She states that the 7,000 to 10,000 albinos in Malawi and 

thousands of others in Tanzania are “an endangered people” and that they face extinction if 

nothing is done2.  
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VI. Note to the Delegates 

Greetings Delegates, 

Thank you for participating in this year’s conference, MUNSA XXIV, and the African Union 

committee. We hope you will find this year’s topics intriguing and prepare well to be able to 

participate in the debate. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact us by 

email.  

 

Julian Cox - jcox0500@stu.neisd.net 

Marissa Montalvo - mmontalvo8112@stu.neisd.net 

Stephanie Kent - skent9602@stu.neisd.net 

 

 

VII. Director General Contact Information 

Joseph Ruelas - jruelas4856@stu.neisd.net 

Dana Marion - dmarion0455@stu.neisd.net 
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