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I. Theme of the Conference 

Model United Nations San Antonio (MUNSA) is a conference dedicated to fostering 

authentic and passionate debate amongst delegates in order to generate solutions to current 

global issues. The theme of MUNSA XXIV: Envision encaptures our mission to urge delegates to 

foresee a future in which these problems have been dissolved. With collaboration in mind, 

delegates from every committee are encouraged to visualize innovative resolutions and a 

prosperous world to come. Together, we will propel ourselves into an age in which brilliant ideas 

converge to transform our world and address its most paramount issues. 

 

II. Rationale  

  Refugee camps all over the world are suffering from overcrowding due to the influx of 

migrants fleeing their home countries because of violence, persecution, and fear for their lives. 

Libya is currently housing an estimated 670,000 refugees, with many being kidnapped by human 

traffickers and armed groups or even thrown into prison. Many of these migrants do not have 

access to proper healthcare, shelter, and are often stripped of their most basic human rights. Due 

to the overpopulation of migrants in shelters, many refugee camps set a strict three day or 

one-week policy for how long migrants can stay. Often migrants have nowhere to go, so they are 

forced to overstay. Due to the thousands of people in migrant shelters, these camps become 

unsanitary and unfit to continue housing refugees. Without proper funding and care, this problem 

will continue to worsen. This committee hopes to put an end to the overpopulation of refugee 

camps with the help of all delegates.  

 

III. Background of the Topic 

 



 
 

70.8 million people across the world have been forcibly displaced. This number is the 

highest it has been since World War II.  Most people remain displaced within their home 1

countries, but about 25.9 million people worldwide have fled to other countries as refugees, with 

more than half of these refugees being children. In 2018 alone, nearly 13.6 million people were 

displaced. Most of these migrants never return to their homes and are forced to stay in 

overcrowded camps in appalling conditions, while fighting to obtain resettlement in other 

countries. In many cases, the extreme conditions of the camps are considered inhumane. With 

the absence of running water and electricity, they also do not receive proper healthcare and 

nutrition. These migrants' mental health is also in jeopardy. Common mental health diagnoses 

associated with migrants include post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), major depression, 

generalized anxiety, panic attacks, adjustment disorder, and somatization.  

The UNHCR has provided protection and assistance to nearly 59 million refugees, 

returnees, internally displaced, and stateless people. During times of need, the UNHCR provides 

critical emergency assistance by providing clean water, sanitation, and healthcare, as well as 

shelter, blankets, household goods, and sometimes even food. Despite this, the displacement rate 

remains very high, with one person becoming displaced every 2 seconds. The horrid conditions 

displaced persons face and the worsening of this issue underscore the gravity of the problem that 

delegates must work to solve. 

 

IV. Contemporary Evidence of the Topic 

One major conflict that sparked the fleeing of many people was the Syrian Refugee 

Crisis. This conflict started as a result of the March 2011 violent government crackdown on 

public demonstrations in support of a group of teenagers who were arrested for anti-government 

graffiti in the southern town of Daraa. As the violence increased, families began to flee. Within 

two months, the first refugee camps opened in Turkey, and by March 2013, more than 1 million 

had fled Syria. These Syrians have fled to several neighboring countries including Turkey, 

Lebanon, and Jordan . Currently, the UNHCR has been working to ensure the safety of these 2

migrants since the beginning of this ongoing conflict. To help meet the needs of these refugees 
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the UNHCR has expanded its cash assistance program. This cash-based program provides 

protection, assistance, and services to the most vulnerable. Cash and vouchers help the displaced 

meet a variety of needs, including access to food, water, healthcare, and shelter, which allows 

them to build and support livelihoods and to facilitate voluntary repatriation.  That being said, 3

delegates in this committee should work towards new solutions and programs aimed at dealing 

with the refugee crisis in a more effective, efficient manner. 
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VI. Note to the Delegates 

Greetings delegates, we look forward to meeting you and hearing an exciting debate this 

coming January. If you need anything at all, please do not hesitate to ask. 

Kelly Hirlas: (210)-605-3800, khirlas9708@stu.neisd.net 

Bel Dodd: (719)-419-4831, Idodd0667@stu.neisd.net 

 

VII. Director General Contact Information 

Joseph Ruelas - jruelas4856@stu.neisd.net 

Dana Marion - dmarion0455@stu.neisd.net 
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